Bewildermen

New Folk-Rock With a Gothic Twist

Bwildermen is a Danish neo-folk-rock act with lyrics that are more often than not politically and globally conscious. The band was founded in 2004 by the singer-songwriter Rolf Heitmann. In 2003 one of the patrons of the art of songwriting, Brett Perkins, described Heitmann’s craft with these words: "Rolf's writing shows strong pop sensibilities, resulting in memorable choruses delivered in his committed vocal style". Bewildermen play a modern, fairly melodic folk-rock with a gothic twist. The band’s composer is an admirer of such musicians and bands as Bob Dylan, Nick Cave, P.J. Harvey, Johnny Cash, Sixteen Horsepower, Jesse Sykes, David Munyon, and old U2. He hopes that his own songwriting points in the direction of these great examples in music. 

The 38-year-old songwriter Rolf Heitmann was originally pursuing an academic career. After having taught literature for some years at the University of Aarhus, and with a spanking new Ph.D. degree (dealing with allegory and short stories) in his pocket, he decided to follow his heart, wherein the passion for singing and making music slowly but surely had outgrown his otherwise great passion for literature. Not yet able to live completely of his art he now works part time as a helper for handicapped people. This line of work has inspired him to one of his textually most accomplished songs so far: “Francis Bacon Menagerie” (see lyrics below).

The other highly able members of the band are Rasmus Geerthsen on lead guitar, lap steel, and harmonica, Anni Slot on backing vocals, melodica, and percussions, Allan Müller Kjer on bass, and Christian Ginnerup on drums. The group develops its sound and arranges Heitmann’s songs in a joint process, so the final musical output is not an individual but a collective artistic expression.

Bewildermen have recently published their first professionally produced and manufactured CD, the EP “Not Unforgiven”. Though it received some constructive tough criticism, which the band has been wise enough to take note of, the overall reception was quite positive: It received four stars (out of six) in Gaffa’s Båndsalat, and four M’s (out of six) by MyMusic.dk’s Christian Schlelein, who emphasized the music’s ”depth and narrative power”. The music magazine Basunen found the record to be ”thorough and relevant” and called for an early release of a full-length album. In a rather idiosyncratic review Geiger.dk’s Espen Strunk begins with doing a hatchet job on the cover painting (done by Heitmann’s wife Anja Evelyn), the background color of the cover, the typography, the band name, and the name of the CD, but goes on saying: “Nevertheless this is a predominantly positive review, and that it is because of a reason which is pretty weighty in the present context: the music.” Finally the magazine Musikeren heard a ”lovely, immediate energy” in the release and found that the “small commentaries to society” in the lyrics were presented “with credibility and commitment” by Rolf Heitmann supplemented well by Anni Slot’s “beautiful backing”. 

Tracks on Bewildermen: Not Unforgiven


1. Fear of Heights [4:19]
2. So There Came to be TV [3:40]
3. Not Unforgiven [6:20]
4. Icon [4:30]

4 p. booklet with lyrics included
Cover painting: “Dancing Couple”, oil on plywood, by Anja Evelyn Heitmann

Download at iTunes, direct link:
http://phobos.apple.com/WebObjects/MZStore.woa/wa/viewAlbum?playListId=124904149
Physical purchase available at CD-baby: http://cdbaby.com/cd/bewildermen
Francis Bacon Menagerie

Words and music by Rolf Heitmann © Feb. 2006

Twisted faces everywhere

But not tormented

Just see if they care.

Watery lips, bubble spit

Food is falling through the air.

And nobody could

Imagine this

Overwhelming expressiveness.

Oh I declare that I’m the freak

Anonymous in this variety.

I declare that I’m the freak

In this Francis Bacon menagerie 

Francis Bacon menagerie

The body is not an idol here

In a way they’re more free than me.

Growling sounds haunt the air

Just take your time and you’ll understand.

And nobody could

Imagine this

Overwhelming expressiveness.

Oh I declare that I’m the freak

Anonymous in this variety.

I declare that I’m the freak

In this Francis Bacon menagerie 

Francis Bacon menagerie

Huh, huh, huh…

Huh, huh, huh…

God never makes mistakes

God never makes mistakes

And nobody could

Imagine this

Overwhelming expressiveness.

Oh I declare that I’m the freak

Anonymous in this variety.

I declare that I’m the freak

I declare that I’m the freak

I declare that I’m the freak

In this Francis Bacon menagerie 

Francis Bacon menagerie

Francis Bacon menagerie

